Planning meeting of Walled garden March 2011

A group of us gathered today to plan the plants that we hope to grow in the walled garden, however, this pleasant job will now be at a later stage as more essential elements were discussed.   Laetetia showed and gave us some gardening items which will be very useful in the garden.  We had a chance to look at photographs of a community allotment in Bristol which raised questions for ours.  The need to consider where to put a compost loo,  the need for water and storage thereof,  a gate to give some protection against animals etc.  Fortunately the Rangers will be placing a rabbit proof fence to our raised area in the near future and we will be able to see how it addresses the need to provide a protected and hygienic growing area.
It was felt that 4 - 6 people will have a detailed overall knowledge of the operation of the garden and take it in turns to start and end each working session.  Besides a black board with the tasks of the day being listed, the 'start up' person would have a clear idea of what needs doing.  The garden, in line with Transition ethics, will as far as possible, be an example of permaculture  but it might be easier to call it a 'no-dig' garden.   We discussed the lay out of  paths within the beds which will enable us to work the garden without standing on the soil.   We are lucky to have a member who is a professional gardener who will be a huge asset especially when it comes to pruning etc.
An income for ongoing funds will come from selling cuttings, fertilizer in the form of liquid comfrey, and other products.   The jobs for the next few weeks will be to continue weeding the beds and then mulching the individual areas with cardboard before planting, clearing the walls of ivy, and making the compost bins ready for our compost day.
Very exciting.

Meanwhile, do come and join us for the Earth Hour Gathering on Sat 26 March at the Oyster Catcher 7.30 for 8.00.  It would help us enormously if you could let us know if we will see you on Sat   -- do bring a friend and, if possible, some food to share.  Thank you
