Teign Estuary Transition: Core Group Meeting held on Tuesday 9th November at 7.30pm in the South Pacific Bar


Those present:  Mike, Bill, Fran, Helen, Phil, Lisa, Antony and Mary

Recent TET Survey

So far there had been 20 responses to the survey.  12 responses came last week with the remainder coming in following a reminder this week.  Phil had hoped for a better response but it was generally agreed that more could come in before the deadline this weekend and generally this was not a bad response.  Phil and Helen were thanked for their efforts in setting up the survey. 

Energy

It was generally felt that it was time to formally set up an energy group and, using the survey as guidance, invite others to join up.  Bill, Antony, Mike and Phil expressed an interest in setting up this group.

ACTION: Bill, Antony, Mike and Phil

Tree Planting

Fran expressed her enthusiasm for the group to plant trees for National Tree Week 26th Nov – 4th Dec.  She asked for £100 to fund buying the trees, stakes and protective tubing.  Teign Housing are being approached to offer land for the tree planting and it was felt to be a good idea to approach Margaret at Kingsway’s resident’s group as well to gain her support and ideas about where they should go.  Fran has approached Josh at Teign Housing and is waiting for a response.

It was suggested and agreed that the £150 award from the Co-op should go to the tree planting project and that a tree could be planted outside the Co-op at the time the money is presented.  A group at the meeting decided to walk home that way and look at options outside the Co-op.

Fran is going on a tree planting day on Sunday 28th November with Moor Trees to find out how it is done and Mike will possibly go as well.  It was agreed that the local tree planting day would be 5th December and that Mike would try and fix this as the day for the photograph at the Co-op handing over the money.  These dates would also be sent out through the email list to encourage tree planting help.

ACTION: Fran and Mike


Meeting with Anne-Marie Morris

Lisa reported on her meeting with the Conservative MP Anne-Marie Morris which she attended with Mark from the Newton Abbot Transition group.  Anne Marie told them she had put a proposal to George Osborne that there should be 5%VAT on retrofit of renewables.  She did not know anything about grey water but said she would find out.  She also said she was a supporter of the cycle path.

Lisa and Mark are going to write up full notes of the meeting and circulate them to both groups.  It was felt that attending the meeting with NA was a good idea showing a united front.  

Fran asked whether we should ask her to come and talk to TET and it was agreed this could be a good idea in Feb or March.  Mary suggested she should come as a Key Note Listener rather than Speaker.  This had been done by the Totnes group and got over the problem of politicians just using the opportunity to forward themselves and their ideas.

ACTION: Lisa

Community Interest Company etc.

A general discussion grew up around the way TET should be constituted as this had been a part of another discussion Lisa had with Mark.  Newton Abbot Transition group are constituted as a Community Interest Company because they want to trade – stalls at local markets etc.  It was agreed that we should look in to the ways we might choose to be constituted.  Lisa mentioned that the invitation to meet Anne Marie had come to her by default because she was not an elected ‘Chair’ although this was not felt to be a great problem.  David Cox had offered to help us explore the options.

Christmas Feast

The food group are planning a Christmas Feast on Saturday 11th December at The Oyster Catcher.  The Oyster Catcher are happy for us to have the venue free of charge as they will take the proceeds from the bar.  We are not, however, allowed to use the kitchen as this would mean a member of staff working with us.  Fran suggested that we might invite ingenious ways of keeping food hot and that this could be a competition.  Mary agreed to ask if we could take a microwave oven in as back up.  It was agreed that there should be a raffle, although the main purpose of this event is to celebrate by eating together.   Fran is asking Sheila for a raffle prize, Mary is asking the new crab shack and/or the fish deli.  The food group are arranging some games/activities to get people circulating.  Everyone on the mailing list is to be invited with an RSVP so we can confirm numbers.  The Oyster Catcher can take about 60 people.

ACTION: Fran, Mary

Film Matinee: Avatar

Everyone agreed to be at the showing of Avatar on Saturday 20th at the Community College.  Posters are being distributed in town by Fran and Mary on Friday morning.

Antony agreed to ask Nick Sheehan for some information about what sustainability issues students are engaging in at college and also to ask him to introduce the film or say a few words. 

Mike is going to the film club night on Friday to see how the projector works in case no-one is available from the club to do it for us.

The film group will meet on Monday 15th to finalise the quiz/activity for the day. Everyone agreed to help clear up at the end if necessary.

NEXT MEETING:  TBA

11th November 2010
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